
Location

Place

Human-Environment Interaction

Movement

Region

Where is it?

Absolute – exact

Relative

5 Themes 
Review

What is it like there?

Places have human and 
physical differences.

How do people use 
their surroundings?

How do people 
transport 

themselves, goods 
& ideas?

How does this area 
have unity?

-Language, landforms, 
politics.



In America, the Land Ordinance of 1785 precisely mapped northwestern 
territories to encourage settlers to move west.

Surveyed land AND 
a school!  Yeehaw!



Functional Region
•the product of interactions and movements of various kinds.

Formal Region (Uniform)
•Homogenous in physical, political or cultural characteristics

Perceptual Region
•reflects feelings and images 
rather than objective data –
primarily in the minds of people



Dot Maps – Dots are placed on the map to represent an event – these 
are great to show distribution.

Cartograms – The size of a location is based on a particular defined 
characteristic – distortion is evident!

Choropleth Maps – Each unit area is shaded or colored to suggest 
magnitude or intensity of the event.

Cognitive/Mental Maps – Map used to show a person’s perception.

Flow Maps – Map that shows movement often using arrows.

Proportional Symbol Maps – Similar to dot maps – the size of the dot 
grows with increased value.

Isoline Maps – Uses lines to show places where values are equal.



Example of a Dot Map

Back To Thematic Themes



Examples of Cartograms
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Examples of Choropleth Maps
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Mental Maps – Map formed from knowledge and 
experience within each person.  Unique for every situation.



Examples of Flow Maps
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Examples of Proportional Symbol Maps

Soccer Stadiums

Back To Thematic 
Themes



Examples of Isoline Maps



In an Isoline map 
the closer the lines 
are, the steeper the 
elevation change.  

See how this 
landscape is 

portrayed from a 
contour standpoint 
and what it looks 
like in actuality.  



What type of thematic map is pictured 
below?

A.  dot
B.  choropleth
C.  isoline
D.  cartogram
E.  flow
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